Politics of Latin America
CPO 2304 – Spring B 2026


Instructor: Dr. Frank O. Mora				Phone: 202-558-3481
Email: Please use Canvas Inbox			Office: FIU DC Office
Office hours: By appointment


Course Description and Purpose

This course is an introductory survey of the politics of Latin America.  The purpose of the course is to understand how change and continuity in the region shapes the political, social and economic historical landscape of this “living museum.”   We will examine the historical developments of institutions and political actors in Latin America, as well as the main themes and theories of Latin American politics and development.  Students will develop an understanding of Latin American democracy from the study of political institutions such as congress, senate, the presidency, the armed forces, the political parties, civil society, and the role of international actors.  The course covers the entire region but analyzes in depth the following countries/region: Andes, Argentina, Brazil, Central America, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and Venezuela.  Although the course focuses on politics, its analytical approach is inter-disciplinary.

Course Objectives

Upon completing this course, students will be able to:

· Assess the impact of historical legacies and political culture on the region’s political and economic institutional and policy development.
· Compare similarities and differences in the historical evolution of Latin American countries.
· Evaluate patterns of poverty, inequality and class cleavages across countries.
· Identify conditions that lead to regime change/transition.
· Evaluate Latin American political systems critically, understanding some of the main challenges, such as the weakness of the party system, presidentialism, the politics of exclusion of some sectors of the population by the political and economic elites, the involvement of the military in politics, populism, civil-military relations, etc. 
· Assess democracy by exploring concepts such as democratization, electoral democracy, participatory democracy, legitimacy, state capacity, empowerment and exclusion, and coalition building.




Policies

Please review the FIU's Policies webpage. The policies webpage contains essential information regarding guidelines relevant to all courses at FIU, as well as additional information about acceptable netiquette for online courses.

Technical Requirements and Skills
[bookmark: group9672712]One of the greatest barriers to taking an online course is a lack of basic computer literacy. By computer literacy we mean being able to manage and organize computer files efficiently and learning to use your computer's operating system and software quickly and easily. Keep in mind that this is not a computer literacy course; but students enrolled in online courses are expected to have moderate proficiency using a computer. Please go to the "What's Required" webpage to find out more information on this subject.
Accessibility and Accommodation
The Disability Resource Center collaborates with students, faculty, staff, and community members to create diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive and sustainable. The DRC provides FIU students with disabilities the necessary support to successfully complete their education and participate in activities available to all students. If you have a diagnosed disability and plan to utilize academic accommodations, please contact the Center at 305-348-3532 or visit them at the Graham Center GC 190. 
For any in need of its services, students are reminded that they are responsible for contacting the Office of Disability services. Any specific course accommodations and necessary arrangements or notifications need to be planned through that office and according to their policies and procedures. Also, the University’s policy on religious holy days as stated in the University catalog and Student handbook will be followed in this class.
Please visit our ADA Compliance webpage for information about accessibility involving the tools used in this course.

For additional assistance please contact FIU's Disability Resource Center.
Course Prerequisites

There are not prerequisites for this course.

Proctored Exam Policy

There are no proctored or on-campus exams for this online course.



Required Textbooks
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Description automatically generated]	Modern Latin America, 10th edition
	James Green Jennifer Lambe, Peter H. Smith 
	Oxford University Press, 2026
    ISBN-10: 0197802117
    ISBN-13 : 9780197802113
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	Eduardo Aleman
	CQ Press, 2020
   ISBN-10 : 1506326617
   ISBN-13 : 978-1506326610

	


Students are welcome to purchase the books at the FIU Bookstore. In addition to the textbooks, reading will come from selected chapters and articles. These readings will be posted on the course site.  The instructor may include additional readings to the syllabus.

Expectations of the Course
This is an online course, meaning that most of the course work will be conducted online. Expectations for performance in an online course are the same as for a traditional course; in fact, online courses require a degree of self-motivation, self-discipline, and technology skills that can make them more demanding for some students.
Students are expected to:
· Review how to get started information located in the course content
· Introduce yourself to the class during the first week by posting a self-introduction in the appropriate discussion forum
· Interact online with instructor/s and peers
· Engage in discussion based on the readings
· Review and follow the course calendar
The course has two basic requirements which will be discussed in more detail below. These requirements are: (1) Examinations; (2) Class Participation
The instructor will log in to the course 3 times a week to respond to discussion postings.  The instructor will respond to emails within 48 hours and grade assignments within 3 days of the assignment deadline.
Technical Issues and Problems
As the instructor of the course, I will not be able to assist you with any technical problems you may experience with the course. However, very competent assistance is always available to you through Online Learning Support and Students Services. You may like to contact them by e-mail or phone at lmshelp.fiu.edu or 305 348-3630.
[bookmark: group9672715]Important: personal or technical limitations or failures cannot be accepted as an excuse for late work and/or missed assignments/exams. Given that the course can be accessed through any computer with a functioning internet connection, you are encouraged to have a back-up plan for accessing another computer in another location if you experience a problem with your primary system. You are also strongly encouraged to complete exams and assignments as early as possible thus leaving some time to resolve any problems or make other arrangements necessary for completing work on time.
Course Detail
[bookmark: group9672716]Course Communication
Communication in this course will take place within Canvas. See the Canvas Guide on communicating with course users for more information.
Although my commitment is to always be as available to the students in the course as possible, my primary days for monitoring the course, posting to the discussion board, responding to inquiries would be Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
My general commitment is to respond to any communications within 48 hours (72 on the week-ends) and hopefully well before that. You can communicate with me in these other ways:
E-mail: You can send me an e-mail at moraf@fiu.edu or the course e-mail tool (dedicated to people who take the class)
Discussion Forum: This Forum will be used for class discussion and other posting of general importance and interest which are directly related to the class. Please do not use it for one-on-one communications with me or another classmate. If you want to have one-on-one communications, please use the course e-mail or course chat rooms.
Office Hours: Since this is a totally on-line class, office hours and meetings are not structured into the course. If for some reason a personal meeting is necessary, we will schedule one at a mutually convenient time.
Lectures:
The instructor or a guest speaker will lecture once a week on the topic(s) and readings assigned for the week.  The specific day/time of the week is TBD.  The lecture will be recorded so that students not able to attend via Zoom will be able to view the session on their own.
Class Participation (Discussion Forums)
Class participation will account for 33% of the total grade. The instructor will post discussion issues/debate/questions associated with various themes covered in class, and sometimes linked to relevant current events. Class participation will take place in the online discussion boards. Keep in mind that your discussion forum postings will likely be seen by other members of the course. Care should be taken when determining what to post.
Please keep the following in mind:
· Students must submit two postings.
· A 1 page-long (minimum of 250 and maximum of 500 words) posting per week in response to the questions of the instructor. You must cite (on the text) the sources used/consulted for the posting. The sources should include the lectures, assigned readings and other materials.
· A short (at least two sentences long) response to one of your classmate’s postings. The deadline to submit all postings is every Sunday at 11:59 PM.
· An A grade in participation involves consistent engagement with the course and class discussions and an elevated level of thoughtful discourse evidenced throughout the semester. I will be looking for evidence that you read and reflect on the topics under review. I also expect that you have a position on these issues and take into consideration the merits and deficits of the viewpoint of others (including the authors).      
· The general rules of good composition should apply to all postings. Please avoid the “net-speak” that characterizes instant messaging. 
· Be a good and respectful listener/reader. Take time to read and reflect on what others have posted. Be thoughtful and respectful in your responses.
· My main role as instructor will be mainly catalytic. I will pose some questions and sit back and read/listen. I will offer some comments toward the end of the discussion or suggest some readings/points of view. I will give you a weekly grade for the postings.
Exams
Students will have two exams. Each will be worth 33% of the overall grade.

The exams will be administered on-line and will be opened to you only at predetermined dates and times. You will have one day (from 12:01 am until 11:55 pm) to take the exam. Once the time is up, the exam will close. Exams are to be completed without the assistance of any person but you are allowed to access any/all materials, including from outside the course. The exam will consist of two essay questions which you will address in less than 500 words each.  Be sure to include or cite in the text of the essay reading materials from the course (and, if you like, from outside the course).
[bookmark: group9672719]
Important Policies

Make ups:

Examinations, if missed can only be made up if a) a student confronts sickness or medical emergency, or b) if there are other extenuating circumstances that the instructor deems justifiable. In case of sickness/medical emergency, the student will be required to present written and verifiable documentation from medical personnel. In the case of other extenuating circumstances, the instructor will require similar documentation appropriate to the situation. Normally, such personal circumstances must be communicated to the instructor directly, and not to written notes or phone calls to the secretaries of the Department of Politics and International Relations.

Extra Credit or Second Chances:

The instructor will not accept students’ offers to retake exams or to rewrite an assignment or to do extra work for extra credit.

Grading

Class participation/discussion:	33%
Two Exams:				33% (each)

Range %

94-100	A		84-86	B	70-76	C
90-93	A-		80-83	B-	60-69	D
87-89	B+		77-79	C+	0-59	F



Academic Honesty
All students in this course are expected to be familiar with the Student Code of Conduct, especially the provisions pertaining to academic dishonesty. No student in this course may claim ignorance of these rules. Accordingly, all potential violation of academic dishonesty will be vigorously prosecuted. Students registered for this course are required to read all materials in the following links:
· Code of Academic Integrity
· Letter to Students from University Administration on Academic Misconduct
· Undergraduate Academic Misconduct Definition and Procedures
· [bookmark: group9672722]Student Code of Conduct, Students Rights and Judicial Process
[bookmark: group9672723]

Course Calendar -- Weekly Schedule

WEEK 1 (March 2 – March 6)

Why Latin America?
Historical Perspective and Political Culture

Readings:

· Green, Lambe and Smith, chapters 1 and 4
· Aleman, chapters 1 and 9
· Wiarda, “Foundations of Contrast: The United States and Latin America”
· Anderson, “Toward a Theory of Latin American Politics”


WEEK 2 (March 9 – March 13)

Patterns of Political and Economic Development

Readings:

· Green, Lambe and Smith, chapters 2-3
· Aleman, chapters 11-12
· Schmitter and Karl, “What is Democracy… and is not,” Journal of Democracy (1991)
· Mainwaring and Scully, “Latin America: Eight Lessons for Governance,” Journal of Democracy (2008)
· Roberts, “Latin America’s Populist Revival,” SAIS Review (2007)












WEEK 3 (March 16 – March 20)

Political Institutions and the Challenges of Democratic Stability

Readings:

· Aleman, chapters 2; 5-8; 10
· Mora and Fonseca, “It’s Not the 1970s Again for Latin American Militaries.  Here’s Why? Americas Quarterly (December 2019).
· Levitsky and Murillo, “Lessons from Latin America: Building Institutions on Weak Foundations,” Journal of Democracy (2013).
· Corrales and Freeman “How Organized Crime Threatens Latin America, Journal of Democracy (October 2024).
· Kaplan, Albertus et al, “How COVID Changed Latin America,” Journal of Democracy (January 2025).


WEEK 4 (March 23 – March 27)

Revolution, Counter-Revolution and Transition to Democracy:
Mexico, Cuba and Central America

EXAM #1

Readings:

· Green, Lambe and Smith, chapters 5-7
· Aguilar and Cornejo, “Is Mexico at the Gates of Authoritarianism?” Journal of Democracy, vol 36, no. 1 (January 2025)
· Bastian, “Cuba’s Pandemic Crisis,” Current History (February 2023).
· Thaler and Mossinger, “Doubling Down on Dictatorship,” Journal of Democracy (April 2022).
· Corrales, “Why is Cuba in the Dark,” Americas Quarterly (October 2024)













WEEK 5 (March 30 – April 3)

Populism, Military Rule and Democracy:
Argentina, Brazil and Chile

Readings:

· Green, Lambe and Smith, chapters 13-1 5
· Hunter and Power, “Bolsonaro and Brazil’s Illiberal Backlash,” Journal of Democracy (2019)
· Hunter and Power, “Lula’s Second Act,” Journal of Democracy (January 2023).
· Freeman and Perello, “Chilean Voters Have Turned Their Backs on Traditional Coalitions: What’s Next?” Foreign Policy (May 2021)
· Stuenkel, “Governing Argentina,” Foreign Policy (November 2023).


WEEK 6 (April 6 – April 10)

Democratic Backsliding and Populism:
Andes, Colombia and Venezuela

Readings:

· Green, Lambe and Smith, chapters 8-12
· Mainwaring, “The Crisis of Representation in the Andes,” Journal of Democracy (2006)
· Corrales, “Authoritarian Survival: Why Maduro Hasn’t Fallen,” Journal of Democracy (2020)
· Freeman, “Can Ecuador Avoid Becoming a Narco-State? Current History (February 2024).
· Carothers and Hartnett “Misunderstanding Backsliding,” Journal of Democracy (July 2024).
· Freeman, “Colombia Tries a Transformational Left Turn,” Current History (February 2023).

WEEK 7 (April 13 – April 17)

Inter-American Politics and Latin America in the Global Context


Readings:

· Green, Lambe and Smith, chapter 16
· Aleman, chapter 4
· Covarrubias and Dominguez, “Latin America in World Politics”
· Lowenthal and Baron, “A Transformed Latin America in a Rapidly Changing World”
EXAM #2 – Week of April 20
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